Biotinybated
hepanin has been used to detect the presence ofspecific binding sites in sections ofhuman placenta, which has prompted demonstration of expression oflectin activity for this proteoglycan.
Purification of this lectin from fullterm placenta facilitates the synthesis of its biotinybated derivative, using biotin-amidocapsoyl hydrazide, without affecting its activity.
It also enables immunization to obtain antibodies. 
lectin binding sites by the tissue bectin prompted further studies to determine the biochemical nature of these ligands.
Ligand Isolation
Access to a suitable instrument for bigand isolation was gained by 
